
FERNWOOD

Groupgets,$50,000
forrenovationeffort
By CAROLYNHElMAN
Times Colonist staff

Renovationon a buildinghopedto becomethe cornerstone
of the Fernwood neighbourhood got a boost this week when
Vancity awardedthe FernwoodNeighbourhoodResourceGroup
a $50,000grant.

RobertaMartell, executivedirector, says the moneywill be
used towardoffsettingthe $135,000cost of installinggeother­
mal and solar hot water heatingin theplannedfour three-bed­
room suites at the top of thebuildingat 1301GladstoneAve.at
the corrierofFernwoodRoad. .

VancityandtheRealEstateFoundationof BritishColumbia
givetheGreenBuildinggrantsto non-profitorganizationswho
aredoingenvironmentalbuildingwork. . .

The Fernwoodgroup, formerlycalledthe FernwoodCom­
munity CentreSociety,purchasedthebuildingin August2005.
Plans areto make it a neighbourhoodhubwithaffordablehous­
ing on top floor and smallbusinesstenantson the streetlevel.
The derelict building had beenvacantfor five yearsandbefore
thathad a revolvingdoorof tenants.

Meanwhile, thegroupis.bringingin environmentalistDavid
Suzukifor a 'presentationthis eveningandproceeds from the
eventwill gotowardthegroup.Theeventis at 7 p.rn.at theVic­
toriaHighSchoolauditorium.Ticketsarealmostsoldout.

Martellsaid the groupis also shortlistedfor the $l-rnillion
Vancityawardfor projectsthat leavea.lastinglegacyto com-.
munities.There were72 applicationsfortheawardandnineleft.
Martellsaida shortlist of threewill be namedin June and sent

I to Vancitymembershipto vote on. . " .:
. ' . '1 -_ .


